The Love Food Hate Waste Community Fridge

What is a community fridge?

A community fridge is a fridge where members of the public and businesses can donate their surplus food and other members of the public can take the food.

Why does Auckland need a community fridge?

·         New Zealand families throw away $872 million worth of food every year and cafes, restaurants and supermarkets also throw away millions of dollars’ worth of food every year.

·         A community fridge enables people with excess food to easily share with people who need the food

·         Many people would like to be able to donate their food to food banks but most food banks are only open during business hours when most people work.

·         Many people would like to be able to access food from a food bank, but can’t take the time off work to get an appointment with WINZ and then visit a food bank. Other people are also embarrassed about admitting they need food from a food bank.

·         Auckland is so geographically spread out that it is time consuming for people who have excess food who live in wealthier suburbs to drive to poorer suburbs to donate their food.

Is this a world first?

No the community fridge movement began in Spain in 2015. It now has 9 fridges in towns around Spain. Other fridges have been established in England, Belgium, Argentina and United Arab Emirates.

What about the health and safety aspects of the fridge?

A trained food health and safety professional was employed to draw up the donation guidelines and create training materials for the volunteers who look after the fridge. The health and safety information provided is based on information and expertise from an established council run fridge in the United Kingdom. Their guidance documents can be viewed here .

The fridge has instructions explaining what can be donated and what can’t be donated and volunteers are rostered on to clean the fridge, check the temperature and remove any unsuitable donations. 



What happens to the food which is unsuitable for donation?
The fridge is located in a community garden. There is a collection bin available provided by We Compost. The food will be taken to a commercial composting facility and turned into compost.

Who is behind this project?

[bookmark: _GoBack]This project is managed by Auckland Council with the support of Love Food Hate Waste New Zealand. 

What food is accepted for donation?

Donations are accepted of:

· Fresh fruit and vegetables – they must be mould free
· Tinned and dried goods – all items must be unopened
· Sandwiches biscuits and slices- this food can only be accepted if is less then two days old and is labelled with the date and time it was made.  Labels are provided at the fridge.
· Cooked food from registered kitchens who have a current food safety certificate. Cooked food can only be accepted if is less then two days old and is labelled with the date and time it was made.  Labels are provided at the fridge.

Where is the fridge located?
The fridge is located in the new inner city community garden called Griffiths Gardens which opened on the 30 November  2016 which is on the corner of Wellesley St West & Mayoral Drive.


